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Kika de la Garza
92-282
WASHINGTON. D. C. -- Final approval by Congress of the supplemental
appropriations bills was of considerable importance to a number of people in South Texas.
The bill as passed provides the Farmers Home Administration with $65 million in emergency
loan funds. part of which will become immediately available for drouth victims. Many loan
applications have been approved, but the applicants ran up againat the fact that no money
was available to make the loans. That situation has now been remedied.
A supplemental appropriations bills. as its name indicates. is one
providing funds to supplement appropriations which have proved insufficient. Congress
normally makes appropriations on the basis of estiJllates for a year. but conditions may
arise which exhaust the appropriations before July 1. when the new fiscal year begins.
The $65 million for the FHA emergency loans will be used in part during the present fiscal
year, wi th the remainder being carried over.
* * *
LBJ LIBRARY -- Lucille and I were privileged to attend the dedication
of the Johnson Library at Austin. It was a very impressive and yet informal affair. It
was indeed an expression of America and all that it stands for. There wss the President
of the U. S., the Vice President. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. members of
the Johnson cabinet. and some from the Nixon cabinet. along with all the other guests to
join with the former President and Mrs. Johnson on this great day in their lives. In the
distance one could hear the voices of those who dissent. This is indeed America. I
was sorry to hear the voices in the distance. for President Johnson has served his country.
right or wrong -- his active service is over and any expression of dissent on such an
occasion to me was just plain rudeness and bad manners.
* * *
TRAVELING As I write this, I am preparing for a trip to South Texas.
on to Mexico. back to the 15th Congressional District. and back again to our southern
neighbor before I return to Washington.
My schedule calls for me first to make a cOllllllencement address at St.
Joseph Academy in Brownsville. While there. I will have the honor of attending a recep-
tion for our new Bishop. the Right Reverend John Fitzpatrick. I will go to Mexico after
that. for a purpose to be explained below. and will then return to our area to speak
before the graduating class at Pharr-San Juan-Alamo High School.
Making these two commencement addresaes filla a long-standing cOllllllitment.
I am honored when I am asked to speak to young people. It is a honor IIStched by no other.
I cannot say whether I am able to inspire the young. but I can say for sure that having
an opportunity to lIeet with them is always a 80urce of inspiration to me.
• • •
INTBRPAlU.1AMEIITARY GROUP 11Ie journey to Mexico is for the purpose
of first meeting with President Echeverria in Mexico City and afterward going on to Puerto
Vallarta for a meeting of the U. S.-Mexican Interparliamentary Group. 11Iese annual meet-
ings, held alternately in Mexico and the United Statu, give members of our Congress
an opportunity to discuss and explore with our counterparts in Mexico various problema of
concern to both our countries.
I have been a member of the Interparliamentary Group since the first year
I came to Congress, having been successively appointed by two Speakers of the Bouse to
serve on it. I lIIII grateful for the opportUnity to do so, especially since I am the first
Congressman from the Texas border tb be named to the group; t have found past meetings to
be most helpful in adding to my knowledge and understanding of matters that concern U8 on
both sides of the border. I am sure this meeting will be equally valuable.
• • •
BILLS. BILLS. BILLS Not the kind that come in the first of every
month, but the kind introduced in Congress, is what I I1188n. Members of the 61st Congress
(1909-11) introduced the biggest number of bills and joint resolutions ever offered in a
single Congress; the total was 44,303. By way of compsrison, the total of such measures
in the 91st Congress, which ended last year, was 20,303.
From March 4, 1789, to the adjournment of the 9lst Congress, 1,013,920
bills and joint resolutions were introduced in both houses. Of this total, only 83,035
were enacted -- about 8:2 per'cent - and that might be a good thing.
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